
“Son, one of these days she’s 
going to kill you.” 





Shocked, I swung my head up to glance at 
Dad’s stoic face. His eyes were half-closed 
against the reflection of the last rays of sun 
on the snow-covered ground. His face had 
a determined look I had not seen before. 
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“Ross, promise me, if she starts in on you 
and I’m not home, run out of the yard. 
Understand?” 


His father, with his own health failing, 
watches his son’s confidence falter and 
happiness fade. 


When Ross runs away he 
finds disappointment, but far 
worse, he discovers that he 
has the potential to mirror 
his stepmother’s 
brutality... 
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